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ScholarWorks
Preserve your work.
Share it online.
Increase your impact.

Track and Get Credit for Your Impact

Every month, ScholarWorks sends you an email with your 

download statistics. You can access and measure your 

readership statistics in a monthly email digest.

These statistics can be used in the annual faculty review 

(AFR) process, so that your impact is acknowledged by the 

University.

Government Grants and Funding Requirements

What are funding agencies saying about open access?

“[T]he results of unclassified research that are published in 

peer-reviewed publications directly arising from Federal 

funding should be stored for long-term preservation and 

publicly accessible to search, retrieve, and analyze in ways 

that maximize the impact and accountability of the Federal 

research investment.”

—Memorandum from the Office of Science and Technology Policy, 2013

As an open access repository, ScholarWorks is part of the 

many resources available at the UMass Amherst Libraries that 

help ensure that you are compliant with funding requirements.

Through ScholarWorks, you create an online presence that gathers 

your work in one place and makes citation discovery easy.

ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst total downloads.

What belongs in ScholarWorks?  

   ...and more!

Copyright Concerns?

Including your work in ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst does 

not affect the copyright, whether it is held by the author or the 

publisher. Even if you have transferred your copyright to a 

publisher, you likely still own the rights to the final submitted 

manuscript and can deposit that into ScholarWorks. The 

ScholarWorks support team can help you understand and 

negotiate your rights to use and distribute your work.



“Humanity faces many 

situations where open 

access to information is 

key to rapid development 

toward solutions. 

Institutional repositories 

like ScholarWorks are 

playing a vital role in 

helping to make current 

research readily 

identifiable, accessible and 

available to the world.”

  —Charles Schweik, 
Associate Professor, Department of 

Environmental Conservation and Center 
for Public Policy and Administration

ScholarWorks is used by faculty, researchers, graduate 

students, the University of Massachusetts Press, and research 

institutions affiliated with UMass Amherst. 

Preserve Your Work

Research can be easily lost or misplaced, whether it is published or not.1 As a 

digital repository, ScholarWorks ensures that your work is safely stored with the 

UMass Amherst Libraries for better sustainability. Private and for-profit 

companies can go out of business. The Libraries, unlike private companies, 

commits to providing long-term persistent hosting and URLs for your work.   

Share Your Work

Maintaining an Internet presence is important. ScholarWorks can provide stable 

URL links that you can use to share articles. Interested readers can subscribe to 

your RSS feeds or to mailing lists that announce your newly added work. 

Increase Impact

ScholarWorks is regularly crawled and indexed by Google, Google Scholar, Bing, 

and academic search engines, making your scholarship openly available and searchable. 

As an open access repository, ScholarWorks is accessible to readers 

worldwide—not hidden behind a subscription paywall. 

ENDNOTES
1 Vines et al (2014). http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2013.11.014.
2 Hilton and Wiley (2010). http://dx.doi.org/10.3998/3336451.0013.101.
3 Ramirez et al. (2013) http://crl.acrl.org/content/74/4/368.full.pdf+html.
4 Gargouri et al. (2010) 10.1371/journal.pone.0013636.

Publishing and Impact

Making work available digitally makes it more open to discovery by a publisher. 

Studies in various disciplines have concluded that access increases visibility, which 

increases citations and demand for the work.2  

In the social sciences and humanities, a recent study3 indicated that open access did 

not harm publishing opportunities. The STEM fields have shown great success in 

open and hybrid access publications, and this has had real impact on research 

sharing and scholarship.

Charles Schweik Mari Casteñada

“ScholarWorks is 

an excellent tool for 

highlighting not only 

my scholarship, but 

also the community- 

based research and 

public materials that my 

students have produced 

collectively through my 

courses.”

  —Mari Casteñada,
Associate Professor & Director of 

Diversity Advancement, College of Social 
and Behavioral Sciences

Interaction between open access and article age.4 Open access articles are more 

frequently cited over time.

Years after publication
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